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INDIA. 

Repor;t fi-om,a Calct tta-C(ioiera and plagque mortality- ]iansactions 
o/f sreivee. 

Actinig Assistant Surgeon Eakins reports, October 26, as follows: 
During the week ended Septemiiber 30, 1905, there were 45 deaths 

from cholera and 14 deaths from plague in Calcutta; during the week 
ended October 7, 1905, there were 42 deaths from cholera and 6 
deaths from plague, and during the week ended October 14, 1905, 
there were 40 deaths fromn cholera and 6 deaths fromn plague. 

In Bengal, during the week ende(d October 14, 1905, there were 88 
cases and 65 deaths from plague. In India, duting the week ended 
October 14, 190.5, there were 4,249 cases of plague, with 3,395 deaths. 

During the week ended October 21, 1905, a bill of health was issued 
to the steaniship DA)ckhefits, bound for Boston and New York, with a 
total crew of 66. The usual precautions were taken, the holds fumi- 
gated, rat guards placed on wharf lines, and Lascars' effects disinfected. 

ITALY. 

Report fro?n XNplee-Tn8pection gf ve8sse8-Rejection8 of erniqraqdt8 
recoinrnmentded-Infectious disea8ees. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Buonocore reports, November 6, as fol- 
lows: 

During the week ended Noveember 4, 1905, the following ships were, 
inspected at Naples: 

Steeag,Pieces 
of Pieces of eeae large *ag baggag 

Date. Name of ship. Destination. passeigers gage in-d e inspected td dsn 
and passed. a'psse d. fected. 

Oct. 30 Bajonne ............................ New York ....... . ....................... ............ 
31 Carpathia . . do .......... ........... ....... . ........ 
31 Madonna . . ........ ..... do. 1,070 350 1,250 

Nov. 1 Canopic . . ............ Boston ........... 962 130 980 
3 Konigin Luise . ............. New York ........ 521 100 880 
4 Perugia ............................I ..... do .......... 559 85 650 

Rejections recomme7tded. 

Date. Name of ship. Tracho- Favus. Suspected Suspected Other Total. 
ma. trachoma. favus. causes. 

Oct. 30 Bajonne ....................... .......... ....... ............ ........... .. 
31 Carpathia ..................... ......... .......... .......... ........... ........ ........ 
31 Madonna ...................... 13 6 10 . . ........ ...... 29 

Nov. 1 Canopic ............27 .......... 5 7 1 2 42 
3 Konigin Luise ................. 11 .......... 10 ....... 1 22 
4 Perugia ........ . 18 35 4 31 7 35 

Total ........ 69 14 31 4 10 128 

iafecti;on diseases. 

For the week ended November 2, 1905, the following reports were 
officially registered: 

Smnallpow.-There were reported 2 cases at Genzano (Potenza), 1 at 
Magliano Dei Marti (Aquila), 2 at Vallelonga (Catanzaro), 2 at Cata- 
nia and 2 at Troina (Cataniia). 
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Xeadles.-Very few cases. 
Scarlet fe?er.-The nmaladv is still prevailing in thie provinces of 

Girgenti, Catania, and Catanzaro. 
Enteriefever. Still widely spread in all provinces. An epidemic 

is reported at Monteriggioni in the pirovince of Siena. 
Diphtheriat. Cases are r epor ted at Milan, Pedavena (Bellnno), Cata- 

nia, and at Aci Catena in the province of Catania. 
Jfaliarial -iseaswe. -A great numinber of cases are still repoirted in 

the provinces of Romie, Campobasso, Rovigo, Novara, and Milan. 
Anthradx.-Three cases at Campobello (Girgeniti). 

MIALTA. 

PUblic health of thc- vsIand--Study of JIicditerraneai JW'er-eJfaiaria( 
fener in Maltaz. 

Consul Grout, Valetta, Malta, reports October 24 as follows: 
According to the annual report just published by the public health 

department of Malta, covering the period froma April 1, 1904, to 
April 1, 1905, the estimated population on April 1, 1905, was 202,070. 
showing an increase of 5,064, being accounted for as follows: Excess of 
births over deaths, 2,605; excess of arrivals over departures, 24059. 
The birth rate for 1904-5 was 40.45, as against 37.69 for 1903-4. The 
feneral death rate, 25.40, was higher than that of the preceding year 
24.45)). This was due to an increase of mortalitv among adults fromi 

enteric and Mediterranean fevers, tuberculosis, and old age. The rate 
of deaths under 5 years to 1,000 population at that age was 10&.38, 
against 113.96 for last year. This decrease in the rate was not due to 
an absolute decrease of mortalitv anmong infants, but to an exceptional 
increase in the infant population. The number of births (8,177) 
exceeded that of last year by 75 2. The general death irate during the 
last ten years has been declininig, but is still very high. This seetmls 
to be due to infant mortality, and the high infant mortality is intimately 
connected with the high birth rate. Fromn 1895 to 1902 the birth rate 
in -the Italian provinces hereunder mentioned gave the following aver- 
ages: Piedmont, 29.4; Sicily, 35.2; Tuscany, 31.9. 

The average birth rate for the city of Lvon during the same period 
was 18.6 and for 76 great towns of England and Wales, 29.1. The 
average birth rate in these islands for the last ten years has been 
38.26. This high birth rate accounts, at least in part, for the high 
death rate prevailing, although it is probable that overcrowding was 
another cause. An important factor in the infant mortality is the 
general ignorance, especiallv among the lower classes, of the rules of 
hygiene, infant mortality being more prevalent among the poorer 
classes than the well-to-do. Poor people here know very little about 
feeding, nursing, or dressing. The report suggests that, as in Eng- 
land, nurses trained for the purpose be retained to keep in touch 
with mothers, in order to teach them proper care of children and thuis 
prevent such a great waste of infant life. During the year there were 
8 cases of smallpox, 36 cases of chicken pox, 1240 cases of whooping 
cough, 13 cases of measles, 760 cases of influenza, and 233 cases of 
febricula. While there was a decrease of diphtheria to 97 cases, 
from 124 reported last 3-ear, the statistics show an increase of enteric 
fever. The total number of cases reported was 207, as against 113 
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